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TAGS: PL, AMGT 

SUBJECT: M/S JOSEF CONRAD LAW SUIT 

1. USG HAS BEEN SUED IN ANOTHER CASE DEALING WITH THE 
DEATH AND INJURY OF SEAMEN ABOARD THE M/S JOSEF CONRAD 
WHICH WAS DAMAGED DURING A U.S. BOMBING ATTACK ON THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE PORT OF HAIPHONG ON DECEMBER 20, 1972. 
THE U.S. COURT PROCEDURE FOR SUCH A CLAIM INCLUDES A 
PROOF BY THE CLAIMING SEAMEN THAT THE COURTS OF THEIR 
COUNTRY WOULD PERMIT A LIKE SUIT IF THE FACTS WERE 
REVERSED. SPECIFICALLY, TITLE 28 OF THE U.S. CODE AT 
SECTION 2502(A) PROVIDES AS FOLLOWS: "CITIZENS OR 
SUBJECT OF ANY FOREIGN GOVERNMENT WHICH ACCORDS TO 
CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES THE RIGHT TO PROSECUTE 
CLAIMS AGAINST THEIR GOVERNMENT IN ITS COURTS MAY SUE 
THE UNITED STATES IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS IF THE SUBJECT 
MATTER OF THE SUIT IS OTHERWISE WITHIN SUCH COURT'S 
JURISDICTION." 

2. DEPT REQUESTS EMBASSY TO APPROACH APPROPRIATE GOP 
OFFICIAL OR REPUTABLE LOCAL LAWYER TO ASCERTAIN IF A U.S. 
CITIZEN COULD BRING A CLAIM AGAINST THE GOP IN THE COURTS 
OF THE GOP. IF A U.S. CITIZEN COULD NOT BRING SUCH A 

CLAIM, OBTAIN CITATION OF RELEVANT STATUTE OR CASE FOR USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 267138 

BY JUSTICE IN THIS TRIAL. ANSWER REQUESTED BY DECEMBER 11, 
1974. NO FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE TO PERMIT EMBASSY TO RETAIN 
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LAWYER TO ANSWER THIS INQUIRY. KISSINGER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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